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            Childhood Memories 
 
When is the last time you had a childhood memory?  Sometimes they are like a flash flood in a 
summertime thunderstorm.  Other times they are more like a drought in the middle of the desert.  
In the past few days, I have been thinking about trips to my grandfather’s house, especially in July 
when his garden was ready to be harvested.  Some of the memories didn’t make sense when I was 
five, and even today, I still don’t understand.  For instance, the children only removed the ends of 
the string beans, and then my mother would finish snapping them.  Maybe she was looking for 
quality control and she knew we would produce various sizes.  Then there was that endless corn.  
My mom would cut the ends off with a butcher knife and our job was to remove all the silk from 
the ear of corn.  She could have been a chief inspector, because she could spot a piece of silk left 
on an ear of corn all the way across the carport.  At that point, we would use the brush and try to  
remove the leftover silk.  By this time, the bristles on the brush had punctured some of the kernels 
of corn.  The sticky liquid referred to as corn milk would get all over my hands, making it difficult to 
clean the next ear of corn.  Did I mention we did all of these chores under my grandfather’s carport 
that was a magnet for flies that loved the liquid from the corn? 
 
This example from my childhood is an excellent way to talk about how sin, like the milk from the 
corn, can cover us and thus attack us like the flies under my grandfather’s carport.  When we admit 
to ourselves that we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, we can understand that 
sin is a constant in our lives.  We are reminded through the letter that Paul wrote to the Romans 
that sin doesn’t have dominion over us by virtue of our baptism.  The same way the waters of our 
baptism cleanse and refresh us, soap and water will take the sticky of corn milk from our hands.  
As we continue to enjoy the harvest from the summer growing season, may we give God praise for 
the abundance of food and blessings we are given. 
 

           Shalom, 
           Karen 

 

Thank you to Minor-Majors for the Jazz concert and to the Family Ministries Committee. Sunday 

night, July 25th, was the largest single gathering of our church family since Covid.  I am looking 

forward to welcoming back all our Sunday school classes in the weeks to come.  Remember,  

Promotion Sunday and Blessing of the Back Packs is August 15th. 



In Loving Memory 

 

 

 

 
 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of  Barbara Keene  

(mother of Dee Gravely) 

who passed away on July 1, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of Mary Bryant  

who passed away on July 3, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of Tom Vinson  

who passed away on July 5, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of  Fred Moore, Sr.  

who passed away on July 7, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of  John Tilly  

(brother of Bill Tilly) 

who passed away on July 13, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy  

to the family of Rev. James Hood 

(former Pastor of St. John’s) 

who passed away on July 16, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy 

to the family of Jim Bowman 

(family friend of Tom & Heather Taylor) 

who passed away on July 22, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy 

to the family of Mary Jane Clark 

(Steve Siebert’s aunt) 

who passed away on July 24, 2021 

 

************************* 

 

We extend our Christian Sympathy 

to the family of Al Kecken, Jr. 

who passed away on December 1, 2019 

Memorials 

Stanley Starnes 
by 

Kenny & Debbie Rouse 

 

JC & Veola Green 
by 

Jimmy & Ellen Green 

 

Barbara Keene 
by 

Phyllis Helms 

Tim & Gina Hill 

David & Carolyn Rowland 

Carl & Betty Howerton 

ProHealth & Wellness, Inc. 

Roland Lees III 

Steve Mullins 

H.P & Kathryn Smith 

Randel Porter 

John & Anne Jones 

 

Mary Bryant 
by 

Phyllis Helms 

Fort Mill Garden Club 

Elliott S. Close 

JoAnn Kane 

Janet Tracey 

Benny & Joyce Patterson 

Joy Honeycutt 

Gene & Brenda Ervin 

Jerry & Hallie Conrad 

David & Carolyn Rowland 

Grady & Betty Ervin 

Jean Schwerin 

Betty Tysinger 

 

Charlie Powers 
by 

Jerry & Hallie Conrad 

 

Tom Vinson 

by 

Mike & Pat Bartlett 

Tom & Marilyn Turner 

Gerald & Mary Keener 

Jennifer Keener 

Richard & Nancy Stark 

Carol & Davis Gardner 

Loyce Sutton 

Dianne Drum 

JoAnn Kane 

Bill & Judy Tilly 

Judy Helms 

Nelson & Judy Odom 

Joe & Suzanne Fisher 



  Memorials 

Special Gifts 

Debi Edmondson  

Scholarship Fund 

 

by 

Kenny & Debbie Rouse 

Phil & Cynthia Lewis 

Gene & Brenda Ervin 

Fred Moore, Sr. 
by 

Ladies Bible Class 

Phyllis Helms 

James & Joyce Kimbrell 

Benny & Joyce Patterson 

George Rhinehardt 

Elliott S. Close 

Joy Honeycutt 

Gene & Brenda Ervin 

Jerry & Hallie Conrad 

Heather Taylor 

Fred Blackwelder 

Grady & Betty Ervin 

Jean Schwerin 

Betty Tysinger 

David & Evelyn Moser 

Calvin & Jackie Jones 

Faye Hill 

Craig Templeton 

Donnie & Rachel Helms 

B. Bayles Mack 

Bryan & Cori Mitchell 

Freda Baker 

Sharon Godfrey 

Billy & Kathy Powers 

Shannon Simpson 

Sam & Josie Chavis 

Loyce Sutton 

Don & Lynn Young 

Pete & Charlotte Adkins 

David & Carolyn Rowland 

Nelson & Judy Odom 

JoAnn Kane 

 

John Tilly 
by 

Karen Vinson 

 

Jerry Griffin 

by 

Nelson & Judy Odom 

 

Earline Garrett 
by 

Grady & Betty Ervin 

Tom Vinson 
by 

Mark & Pat Fahner 

Jack Lyles 

James & Michelle Messer 

David & Phyllis Harroff 

Pete & Charlotte Adkins 

Phyllis Helms 

John & Renee Howard 

R.W. Edmondson 

Kenny & Debbie Rouse 

Phil & Cynthia Lewis 

Tim & Gina Hill 

Patrick & Leigh Ann Edmondson 

Joshua Bryson 

Senior Seekers 

Darrel & Brenda Wilges 

Jimmy Lee & Linda Russell 

Bryan & Beth Meador 

Janet Tracey 

James & Joyce Kimbrell 

Benny & Joyce Patterson 

Russ & Elisabeth Williamson 

Barbara Gaither 

George Rhinehardt 

Gene & Lorena Snyder 

Susan Braford 

Joy Honeycutt 

Gene & Brenda Ervin 

Jerry & Hallie Conrad 

New Wesley Fellowship Class 

David & Carolyn Rowland 

Joan Hutto 

Margaret Bryson 

Heather Taylor 

Steve & Minda Siebert 

William & Stephanie Hayworth 

Fred Blackwelder 

Grady & Betty Ervin 

Jean Schwerin 

Bob Romanello 

Marilyn Hyman 

Denise Holland 

Michael & Stephanie Corn 

Michael & Tammy Blankenship 

Steve & Brandy Powers 

Janet Misner & Family 

Nancy Fraley 

Betty Tysinger 

Bill & Jeanette Maerkle 

John & Sandra Myers 

Mary & Steve Streiffert 

Betsy Keil 

John & Anne Tate 

Bob & Dottie Mounts 

Bryan & Cori Mitchell 

Billy & Kathy Powers 

Jeff & Christine Gammons 

  Memorials 



 

In Honor Of: 
 

Benny Patterson 
by 

Kenny & Debbie Rouse 
 

Dee Gravely 
by 

Heather Taylor 
 
 

Rev. Karen Radcliffe 
Rick Diak 

Mallory Capps 
Meredith Jackson 

by 
Karen Vinson 

 
New Wesley Fellowship  

Sunday School Class 
by 

Karen Vinson 

Having Chemotherapy and/or  

Radiation Treatments 

 

Terry Kearns (daughter of Sara Culp) 

 

Dealing with Cancer 

 

April Brown 

Jeff Maynard (brother-in-law of Nancy Rivers) 

Continued Prayers for  

our Church Members 

 
Karen Vinson 

Peggy Powers 

Grady & Betty Ervin 

Liz Harris 

Tootsie Massey 

Polly Collins 

Judy Moore 

Jeanie Marett 

Doris Massey 

JoAnn Kane 

Jean Schwerin 

Sara Culp 

Kay Gibson 

Hallie Conrad 

Continued Prayers for Family Members 

 
Bill & Lois Easter – parents of Melanie Easter 

James Hobbs – brother of Joyce Kimbrell 

Abby Lerch – daughter-in-law of Jeff & Nancy Lerch 

Debbie Brown – niece of Billie Vaughn 

Jo-Ann Meece – sister of Janet Tracey 

Joanne Lafleur - mother of Randy Johnson 

Don & Helen Price - parents of Dave Price 

Davey Lambert - nephew of Judy Moore 

Scott Vaughn - son of Jim & Myra Vaughn 

Patricia Laughridge - daughter of Sara Culp 

Sammy Preston - cousin of Pat Fahner 

Recovering at Home 

 

Charles Sides - from bypass surgery 

Nancy Lerch - from knee replacement surgery 

Jason Damm - from ACL & medial meniscus surgery 

John Lee - being monitored for a torn carotid artery 

& blood clot in his neck 

Gina Hill - from knee replacement surgery 

Hospitalized 

 
Elizabeth & Savannah – conjoined twins of  

family friends of the Vandergriffs 

(Elizabeth needs to have vascular heart surgery) 

 

Elizabeth Burkett - for surgery and an infection  

(aunt of John Howard) 

Nancy Stark 

knee replacement  

surgery Aug. 2nd 

Hello Everyone! 
 

Reed Spilmann made it safely  
to Fort Leonard Wood. 

 
He will be in basic training for 3 months. 

 
If you would like to send him cards or letters of  

encouragement, please make sure  
to address the envelope as shown below. 

 

P2 Spilmann, Reed 
C Co, 2-10 Infantry Regiment 

495 Iowa Avenue 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO  65473-8958 

 
On the back of the envelope, please write: 

 

4 PLT 

Heather Taylor 

recovering from 

surgery on July 29th 

 

Joe Griffin 

recovering from 

surgery on July 30th 



Please contact those listed on their special day  
to let them know you care! 

If you know of someone whose birthday or anniversary is not listed 

or is incorrect, please contact the church office at 803-547-7538. 

Children & Youth in our church 

College Students in our church 

August 2 Sarah Foster August 19 Darren Hamm 

August 3 Grant Easterling August 20 Jacob Neal 

  Tootsie Massey August 21 Margaret Bryson 

August 5 Marty Burns   Katelyn Easterling 

  Kelly Haag   Alexa Franse 

  Stacey Jungels   Joy Lynn Adkins 

  David Nims   Brandon Shelton 

August 6 Piper Burns   Chandler Works 

  Scott Rice August 22 Sabine Cioto 

August 7 Brittany Cauthen   Jeff Easterling 

  Terry Goss August 23 Luke Crocker 

  Ben James   Jim Messer 

  Patsy Pettus August 24 Heather Barrow 

August 8 Beth Meador   Lexi Bates 

  Phil Lewis   Debi Head 

August 9 Harper Griffin   Jack Yankech 

August 10 Kyle Conrad August 25 Dee Gravely 

  Tammy Marks August 26 Jeff Clark 

  Lorena Snyder   Malissa Dean 

August 11 Emily Easterling   Jimmy Foster 

August 12 Larry Pettus   Ronda Myers 

  Scott Stone   Patrick Thomas 

August 13 Michael Corn August 27 Jake Brandt 

  David Harroff   Emily Frazier 

  H.F. Jackson   Delaney Jungels 

August 15 Morgan Deal   Chris Yount 

  Annie Howie   Mackenzie Sullins 

  Owen Mitchell August 28 Doris Marks 

  Justin Isenhour August 29 Terry Helms 

August 16 Sheena Gatehouse   Phyllis Starnes 

August 17 Victoria Thomas August 30 Erik Fey 

August 18 Julia Blake Anderson   Tom Turner 

  Finley Griffin     

August 1 Jackie & Karla Vereen 

August 5 Patrick & Leigh Ann Edmondson 

August 6 David & Phyllis Harroff 

August 8 Eric & Laura Kell 

  Les & Susan Spencer 

August 9 James & Joyce Kimbrell 

August 13 Hugh & Julie Griffin 

August 17 Jerry & Hallie Conrad 

August 19 Bryan & Jennifer Decker 

August 20 Brent & Jennifer Bagwell 

August 21 Ron & Judy Masters 

August 25 Gene & Brenda Ervin 

  Jim & Myra Vaughn 

August 28 Ian Philip & Ashley Edwards 

August 29 David & Ellen Frazier 



 

Rev. Karen, 
 
Thank you so much for all you have done for us. Words 
cannot express how grateful we are that you were with us  
in the hospital, provided pizza for our dinner, and prepared 
a beautiful service for our mom. Your thoughts, prayers,  
and compassion during this difficult time will always be  
remembered. 
 
With much appreciation, 
 
Frank, Dee, Cera, & Jakob Gravely 
Melissa Keene & Jennifer Keene 

 

Hospitality Volunteers Needed! 

We will need volunteers to prepare 

the tea and coffee for Sundays 

 

If you are available to help, 

please sign up on the link 

sent out through Constant Contact! 

 

Thank you for volunteering! 

Dear St. John’s Family, 
 
We want to thank you for your cards, support, 
love, and prayers during Henry’s recent bike  
accident and recovery. When COVID hit, we had 
been members of St. John’s for less than a year. 
You took us under your wings and made us feel 
like this had always been our church family. We 
are blessed that God led us to St. John’s when 
we moved to Fort Mill. 
 
With Heartfelt Thanks, 
 
Margaret and Henry Gieser 

Thank you so much for the baby gifts. That 
was so thoughtful and generous of you all. 
Our family really appreciates it. I’m so glad to 
be a part of such a loving church family 
 
Rebecca Klaus 

Thank You St. John’s 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
 

Closed on Friday 
 

We will resume normal 

Friday hours: 8:30 am - 12:00 pm 
on September 3rd, 2021 

Pastor Karen, Staff, and Church Members, 
 
I enjoyed my visit with you. You were all so kind and  
welcoming to me. Mallory loves you all so much and I 
thank you for all you do for her. The shower you gave 
her was overwhelming. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pat Johnson (Mallory’s Nana) 

Church Office Hours 
for August 

 
Volunteers for Ushers on Sunday Mornings! 

 
If you are available to usher 

at the 8:30 am or 11:00 am service, 
Please contact Kenny Rouse at 

 
803-493-4913 

or 
kwrouse@comporium.net 

 
Thank you! 



 
Use this QR code created for  

the online pay through the  

 St. John’s website.         

  

stjohnsfm.org 

The Clara Phillips Circle 
will meet August 9th  @ 6:30 pm 

in the Fellowship Center 
(White Elephant) 

 
The Morning Glory Circle 

will meet August 11th @ 11:00 am 
in the Fellowship Center 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE SNACKS SUNDAY 

 

August 1st , 2021 

 

************************* 

 

CARE CENTER SUNDAY 

 

August 29th , 2021 

 

 
 

In memory of Tom Vinson 
 

We lost not only a great Bible teacher but also a 
great Christian leader when we lost Tom Vinson.  

Someone was good enough to put one of his  
excellent teachings from Leviticus 1:1-18 on  

You-tube recently, and I have listened to it at least 
three times being totally blessed by the way Tom 

brought this scripture from the time of Moses to us 
in today’s world.  In doing so, he explained to us 

what it means to live as God’s holy people.   
Tom reminds us that God  

instructed Moses to say unto the people:   
“You shall be holy: for I the Lord  

your God am holy.”   
 

My question to you is:   
How do we practice living as God’s holy  

people in a much troubled world?   
 

Tom relates to us the answer as he discusses the 
text - especially the last few verses of it.   
The conclusion as stated by Tom is found  

in the last half of verse 18. 
 

by Rev. Bob Romanello 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
No Events are Scheduled at this time! 

For questions, contact Meredith Jackson 
mrjackson107@yahoo.com 

 
Thank you! 

 

   Jennifer Mayes  -         jhmayes30@gmail.com 

 
Our meetings are suspended until further notice due to 

COVID-19. I will be communicating via email and  
constant contact with any updates or matters that need 

immediate attention. If you have any questions or  
concerns, please feel free to contact me! 

 
 

August Meetings 

 

 

August 11th @ 4:30 pm 

August 25th @ 4:30 pm 
 

For questions, please contact 
 

Frieda Price 
 

803-367-8818 
friedaprice@comporium.net 

Fort Mill Care Center 

 

 Please take all donations directly  

to the Care Center: 
 

*canned fruit 

*paper towels 

*liquid dish soap 

 

***If you have paper, plastic, and/or 

reusable grocery bags,  

the FMCC can use them*** 

  
 

mailto:jhmayes30@gmail.com


Mallory Capps - Children/Youth Director 

stjohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com 

 

Mallory Capps - Children/Youth Director 

stjohnsumc.youthandchildren@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Back to School! 
 

We are gearing up for a new year of Youth Ministry 
& I’m so excited to have more fun with you! 

 
Sunday School will begin on August 15th in Room 200 

August 15th is Promotion Sunday. 
 

Wednesday-Youth Service/Fun Nights:  

August 4th from 6:00 pm-7:30 pm 
(We will have fun games, devotions, a service project, and fellowship at the church!   

Every week we will focus on a different project and how we can serve our community.) 

 
Upcoming Events: 

August 7th-Kayaking/Tubing-Catawba River 

Unfortunately, this event is postponed due to my injury. 

Instead, we will go to an Escape Room!  

More details will follow. 
 

Keep an eye out for our 2021-2022 Calendar 

in next months newsletter! 

                             

Our first UMYF will be on September 12th! 

 Happy Back to School! 
 

We are gearing up for a new year of Children’s Ministry  
& I’m so excited to have more fun with you! 

 
K-5th grade Sunday School meets every Sunday 

Room 204 
 

Promotion Sunday is August 15th 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

August 15th-Adventure Air 

we will meet at Adventure Air @ 1:00 pm 
 

Keep an eye out for our 2021-2022 Calendar 

in next months newsletter! 

 

Our first REAL Kids will be on September 19th! 

 

Thank you for coming to VBS! It was awesome! 
 

 
 

 

Avis Wilson 

 

1065 Traditions Drive 

Apt. 309 

Fort Mill, SC  29715 

Beverly Poissant 

 

1065 Traditions Drive 

Apt. 310 

Fort Mill, SC  29715 

David & Rachel Cameron 

Landry Cameron 

 

1812 Felts Parkway 

Fort Mill, SC  29715 

Welcome to St. John’s UMC! 



 
 
 

 
We are finally ready to begin in person  

gatherings, still with caution, however.  

 

Plans are underway for Octoberfest 

on Saturday, October 2nd. 

Joining with the UMM’s BBQ,  

the ladies will be selling baked goods. 

Children’s games will enliven the event.  

We are coordinating this event with the  

fire departments annual celebration.  

 

Please watch your constant contact and 

church bulletins for further information.  

 

By the time most of you read this  

newsletter, our unit of the Rock Hill District  

will have completed our yearly reports  

that are due on August 15.  

It is through these reports that we report our 

results of the requirements to be a  

Five-Star Unit with gold seal. 

We strive for this each year. With all of the 

ladies’ hard work and the support of our  

church family this is usually attained.  

 
Bless His Name! 
Judy Tilly, President 

 
 
 

 

   Bryan Meador     

meadorbunch2001@gmail.com    

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
The United Methodist Men will be volunteering  
for Hospitality service on Sunday, August 15th.   

 
On August 8th at 7:30 am in the Fellowship Center 

we will have a breakfast and discuss serving  
hamburgers & hotdogs to  

FM Fire Department & FM Police Department 
on Saturday, September 11th 

as an appreciation day for their services. 
We will serve 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 

  
Also, during this time, we will discuss plans for  

Octoberfest which is set for October 2nd. 
Octoberfest will coincide with open house  

at Fort Mill Fire Department.  
 

UMM will sell barbecue at Octoberfest.   
This will be a great time to show families visiting 
the Fire Department what St. John's has to offer.   

 
We will need volunteers to make this happen! 

 
    Submitted by George Dickinson 

Upcoming Events: 

 

~ September 26th - Family Picnic (4:30 pm - 6:30 pm) 

~ October 8th - Outdoor Family Movie Night - (7:00 pm) 

~ October 31st - 5th Sunday Breakfast 

 

More details will follow as we get closer to the above events! 

We look forward to seeing everyone! 

Bryan Meador 

Thanks to everyone for coming out to 

Pic-N-Mix on July 25th.   

It was a great time of food  

and fellowship.   

A special thank you to the Minor Majors 

and their special guest Ricardo Forges 

for the wonderful music. 

I hope everyone had a great evening 

and we look forward to seeing everyone 

at the Family Picnic on September 26th.   

More information to come  

in early September. 

2 Ways to Access St. John’s Church Services 
 
1) Every Sunday morning (before 8:15am) a constant contact 
comes out with a link for the service.  Please click the link and it will 
take you to the service.  All email domains are different so please 
be aware that the email could be delayed or have been sent to a 
spam folder. 
 
2) In your internet browser, enter youtube.com.  When you are on 
the YouTube channel, enter St. John's UMC Fort Mill into the 
search bar. It should upload  list of channels.  You will see the icon 
of our church.  Please click that channel.  It will then give you a list 
of our uploads and live streams.  You can choose to watch any 
video you would like. You may also subscribe to our channel.  If you 

do, it will only require an email.  It is of no cost.  
 
 

http://youtube.com


Makala’s Story 
     

The things that stand out most from our childhood, influence who we become as 

adults. Our memories are our treasures. Maybe it is the way we fix our favorite 

snack the same way mom did, or it may be the way we repeat sayings that our  

parents and grandparents used. For the residents at Epworth, their memories and 

traditions are often a little good mixed in with much more negative and some really, really hard ones.  

However, the beautiful thing about calling Epworth home is that we have an opportunity to make new  

memories each and every day with our residents. We are in the business of re-writing stories.  

 

For Makala, her time at Epworth is like a thread woven throughout the blanket of  

her life. Makala came to Epworth in 2008 with her sister and stayed with us for a  

few years before going to live with family members. Her time at Epworth was not 

incredibly long, but it was deeply impactful. After receiving the Marines Officer 

Scholarship, Makala returned to Columbia to attend the University of South Carolina. 

Makala created this path to success for herself, from figuring out Free Application  

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to decorating a dorm, she set her mind on her goal and achieved it.  

Walking into the University of South Carolina on her own, a college freshman with big dreams and a work 

ethic of gold, Makala was quickly reminded of the life skills she learned at Epworth. She could do her own 

laundry, manage her money, schedule her time wisely, keep her space clean and even deal with living with 

someone else in a shared space. While her dorm-mates struggled and called their parents to ask the  

difference between detergent and fabric softener, Makala thrived.    

 

Makala‘s memories and skills go far beyond that of laundry skills and time  

management, they are a part of who she is today. Her relationship with Ms. Wolfe 

who was Makala‘s case manager but now serves as Epworth‘s Director of  

Admissions, taught her that having just one person to believe in you and cheer you 

on can make all the difference. She learned the powerful impact of a positive  

environment and how a Sunday morning in church is so much more than an item to 

check off a to-do list. Makala found a passion and love for running through Girls on The Run, and ran track  

all through high school, and continues to keep physical fitness a part of her everyday life. Her time in the  

gardening club mixed with her grandmother‘s love for gardening has resulted in her being an avid plant 

lover. Makala‘s story continues to evolve. She has returned to Epworth as an intern in Asbury Cottage, where 

she works directly with children and teens. She reminds the teens that no matter how angry you are, how bad 

your reputation is, or how unfair life has treated you, that they are able to do hard things, succeed, and write 

their own story – just like Ms. Wolfe taught her years ago. She is in the trenches, teaching children to affirm 

themselves and work hard on improving themselves, because it is worth it. In addition to her work at Epworth, 

she is also influencing her younger sister. After seeing her hard work and success in college, she is inspired 

and is taking steps towards attending college next year.  

 

We are thankful that Makala chose to come back to Epworth to give of her time and skills to the residents 

here. She reminds us every day that you can make your own family wherever you go. We are so proud to 

have been a part of Makala‘s life and we will be cheering her on as she finishes her degree in Women and 

Gender Studies this May and then is commissioned as an Officer into the US Marine Corp. We are proud to 

be part of your family, Makala.    

Katherine Burns/Epworth Representative            



 
Kathie Riebe-Music Director 

sjumcmusic@comporium.net 

 

 

 

The Music Department at St. John’s 

United Methodist Church helps 

people make a joyful noise in the 

worship of our great God.  

No matter what level of “musicality” 

you feel you have or don’t have, 

there is a place in God’s house for 

you to worship through music. 

 

 

 

 

There is a lot of information on  

our music ministries page at 

www.stjohnsfm.org. There you  

can explore our department.  

We hope you will find our “Music 

Histories and Stories” helpful. Each 

month there is a new story about a 

hymn or anthem, or the biography 

of a composer/lyricist.  

Please contact Kathie Riebe 

through the church office when  

you feel called to join one of our 

Choirs or Ensembles or if  

interested in being one of our  

solo or small group artists. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chancel Choir:  This group of 

adults provides vocal leadership 

during the 8:30 a.m. and  

11:00 a.m. Sunday services,  

as well as Christmas,  

Ash Wednesday, and Maundy  

Thursday. They also provide  

special musical offerings each week 

from a variety of musical styles. 

Most Sundays the group is divided 

between the two services. 

However, there are Sundays when 

they are asked to sing at both  

services. Rehearsals are Wednesday  

from 7:05 p.m. – 8:35 p.m. from 

the end of August through  

the end of June. 

 

Joyful Ringers: This group of 

teenagers and adults offer special 

music with English Handbells once 

or twice a month. They usually  

present their offering at either the 

8:30 a.m. or the 11:00 a.m. Sunday 

service. Occasionally they are at 

both services on a Sunday. They 

rehearse on Tuesday from  

7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. September 

through May. This is a great group 

of people who love welcoming in 

people new to music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Ensemble: This group of 

men enjoy singing historic  

hymnody. They present music once 

a quarter at both the 8:30 a.m. and 

11:00 a.m. services. They rehearse 

on the two Thursdays prior to their  

offering Sunday. No musical  

experience is needed to participate. 

If you are interested, please contact 

George Rhinehardt through the 

church office. 

 

Soloists: There are several  

musicians at St. John’s who are 

currently unable to join a formal 

group. They have the opportunity 

to sing and play during services 

throughout the year. They are 

sometimes able to play with the 

Chancel Choir or the Joyful Ringers. 

Music Makers: This group of 

elementary and pre-school  

students is busy learning,  

playing, and singing. This group 

learns about music as they learn 

the songs they present during the 

11:00 a.m. Sunday worship  

service. Practices are on  

Wednesdays from 5:15 p.m. – 

6:05 p.m. during the school year. 

 

The Noteables: This group of 

5th thru 8th graders allows our 

middle school kids to dig a little 

deeper into what it means to  

offer music to our Lord. They 

present during the 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday worship services and 

practice on Wednesdays from 

5:15 p.m. – 6:05 p.m. during the 

school year. 

 

Praise Makers: This group  

supports worship during the  

Vespers service on Wednesdays 

at 6:30 p.m. The group consists 

of both vocalists and  

instrumentalists as they lead  

the congregation in song to our 

Lord. This group practices on 

Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Rehearsal Start Dates: 
 

Chancel Choir: August 25 

Joyful Ringers: Sept. 7 

Music Makers: Sept.8 

The Noteables: Sept. 8 

Men’s Ensemble: Sept. 9 

http://www.stjohnsfm.org


 

 

 
St John’s United Methodist Church is so blessed to have a loving and faithful congregation that is willing to 
continue to offer their prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness, even during the most trying times of 
Covid. Financially, through your generous giving, we have been able to maintain all of our current programs 
and ministries as well as adding some new and innovative ways to spread the light of Christ outside our own 
church walls. We have expanded our prayer list each week to include individuals within and beyond our church 
family and have found new opportunities to support one another in ways we had never imagined. At the end 
of the day, we have continued to be the church and the people God has called us to be in spite of the  
obstacles we have faced the past 18 months. 
 
Our pastor and our church staff have worked tirelessly to provide spiritual guidance and leadership, but many 
of you have also volunteered your time and talent as well.  All the new and exciting ideas that have helped 
keep us connected as a church family have been as a result of your prayers and willingness to serve. As more  
restrictions are lifted in the coming months, there will be lots of opportunities to serve and hopefully, an  
abundance of volunteers. 
 
A very good friend once told me to pray and stay faithful and listen for God’s guidance and direction. He  
epitomized the word serve and he did so in a quiet and unassuming manner. He never wanted credit for  
anything he did, he always wanted the glory to go to God. Tom Vinson left a lasting impression on me, and  
my family and I know many of you feel the same way. The words from Matthew 25:21 “Well done, good and 
faithful servant” was the example Tom set for all who knew him. He will be greatly missed, but his spirit will 
live on through the lives of those who loved him and who witnessed his humble attitude of service. 
 
Please prayerfully consider what the Holy Spirit might be calling you to do. Maybe it is to teach Sunday School, 
run the soundboard during worship, sing in the choir, play bells, join the United Methodist Men or Women, 
usher, help with our children and youth programs, serve on a mission project, or quietly make coffee and wash 
the dishes whenever the need arises.  
       
          R.W. Edmondson 
          Stewardship Chairman 

St. John’s Sunday Service Technical Support Team 

 
St. John’s is forming a Sunday Service Technical Support Team. We need volunteers to be on the team and support both 

Sunday Services (8:30 am and 11:00 am) each week.  This team will provide technical support for each Sunday Service in 
the following areas: 

 

 Sound System operation - managing microphone usage and any other audio functions needed 

 Video Projection operation - managing the projection of videos or visual slides 

 Video Camera operation - operating the camera to record the 8:30 am service for streaming on YouTube 

 Sanctuary Computer operation - managing the audio and video functions created on the computer (used for  

projection) as well as recording the service for streaming on YouTube (8:30 am only) 
 

One team member will be needed for each service, so team members can rotate Sundays and services to schedule when 

you can work.  Recording the service to YouTube will only occur at the 8:30 am service.  Training will be provided on all 
aspects of the support needed. 

 
If you enjoy working in these areas and feel this is a great way to serve the church, we need you! 

 

Training will occur August 19th in the Sanctuary @ 7:00 pm  
The Team will begin operation Sunday, September 5th. 

Please contact the Church Office if you are interested or have any questions. 



  Beth Meador   

Director of W.E.E School  

(803)548-6557  sjumcweeschool@gmail.com 

   
 

 

Summer camp has been a great success once again this year!  The children have had fun making fun crafts, 
yummy snacks, singing and playing with new friends!  As summer camp comes to an end, we begin to  
prepare for an exciting school year. W.E.E. School begins on September 7th.  We look forward to a wonderful 
school year and ask for your continued prayers. 
 
The W.E.E School Board met on July 15th to discuss the upcoming school year. We have an exciting year 
ahead of us! The board will meet three times during the school year to discuss various items and activities.   
I would like to thank all of our board members for devoting their time to serving on our board.  We would like 
to thank Carrie Crocker and Joanne Walker for serving on our board for 3 years.  We would like to welcome 
Brandi Schonauer and Christine Newland to the board.  Brandi will serve as our chair, she has 3 boys, one has 
completed our program and the other two will be attending this upcoming school year, one in our M-Th 4’s 
class and the other in our T/Th 2’s class.  Christine has a daughter who completed our program a couple of 
years ago and she has a daughter who will be in our M-Th 3’s class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of these recitals are being included on our YouTube channel. To view The American Guild  

of Organists Charlotte Chapter, search Charlotte AGO on YouTube. 

From the Music 

Department 

 

Our YouTube 

Channel is: 

 

St. John's UMC Fort Mill  

W.E.E. School Board 2021-2022 

Brandi Schonauer – Chair 

Beth Meador – Director 

Karen Radcliffe – Pastor 

Christine Newland 

Amanda Stegall 

Jen Brown 

Denise Holland 

Lindsey Miehle 

Tonda Reynolds 

W.E.E. School 2021-2022 

We have a few spots available 

for the upcoming school year 

in our M-Th 4 year old class. 

If you would like more  

information please contact 

Beth Meador  

(803)548-6557 or 

sjumcweeschool@gmail.com 



Sun Mon Tue  Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

 

 

1 
 
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

2 
 

Installation of new windows 
Education Building 

3 
 

Installation of new windows 
Education Building 

 
 
  7:00 pm  Joyful Ensemble Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm  Scouts 

 4 
 

Installation of new windows 
Education Building 

 
 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  UMYF 
     Wednesday Service/Fun Night 

5 6 7 

8     Blessing of the Teachers 
 
  7:30 pm UMM Breakfast (FC) 
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 

9 
 
6:30 pm Clara Phillips Circle (FC) 

10 
 
  7:00 pm  Joyful Ensemble Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm  Scouts 

 11 
 
11:00 am Morning Glory Circle (FC) 
  4:30 pm Grief Support Group Meeting 

12 13 14 

15     Promotion Sunday 
    Blessing of the Backpacks 
   
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Children’s Sunday School 
10:00 am Youth Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 
 
REAL Kids Outing-Adventure Air 
meet at Adventure Air @ 1:00 pm 

16 17 
 
  7:00 pm  Joyful Ensemble Rehearsal 
  7:00 pm  Scouts 

 18 19 
 
 7:00 pm Tech Booth Training 
                  In the Sanctuary 

20 21 
 
9:30 am - 3:00 pm 
   Choir Workshop 

22 
 
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 
  2:00 pm Finance Committee 
                 Meeting (Zoom) 

23 24 
 
  7:00 pm  Scouts 

 25 
 
4:30 pm Grief Support Group Meeting 

26 27 28 
 
9:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Joyful Ringers Workshop 

29 
 
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Sunday School 
11:00 am Worship Service 
12:00 pm UMM & UMW-meeting 
   (planning for Octoberfest) (FC) 

30 31 
 
    7:00 pm  Scouts 
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29 
 
  8:30 am Worship Service 
  9:30 am Hospitality (FC) 
10:00 am Sunday School 
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12:00 pm UMM & UMW-meeting 
   (planning for Octoberfest) (FC) 
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    7:00 pm  Scouts 

     



       Deadline for the newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

 

ST. JOHN’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
130 Tom Hall Street  
P.O. Box 1298 
Fort Mill, SC   29716-1298 
Phone: 803-547-7538    Fax: 803-547-7539 
   Email:  stjohnsfm@comporium.net     
              Website:  www.stjohnsfm.org 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rev. Karen H. Radcliffe, Pastor 
864-313-9348 (Cell) 

khradcliffe@umcsc.org  
 
 

Lisa Henley………………………..Administrative Assistant 
Minda Siebert .………………….…….….……....Accounting 

Kathie Riebe, CAGO….…………………......Music Director 
Phil Lewis…….….…………………….….…... Administrator 
Mallory Capps………….………...Children/Youth Director 

Beth Meador….…….….……...…..Director of WEE School 
Jesse Wolfe…………….………………….….……..Custodian 

     

The vision of St. John’s UMC is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ by reaching out to God’s  community  

through worship, witness, nurture, and service. 

 

FELLOWSHIP CENTER USAGE  
 

 

PLEASE ALWAYS LEAVE THE SPACE 

YOU USE THE SAME  

OR CLEANER THAN YOU FOUND IT.  

 

 

If you are interested in using 

the Fellowship Center, 

Please contact  

the church office. 

Care Center Sunday is  

August 29, 2021 

 

The Fort Mill Care Center is currently in 

need of the following:  
 

Please take donations to the Care Center 

 

*canned fruit 

*paper towels 

*liquid dish soap 

 

Thank you for your support! 


