
St. John’s United Methodist Church 
130 TOM HALL STREET • P.O. BOX 1298 

FORT MILL, SOUTH CAROLINA 29715-1298 
TELEPHONE:  (803) 547-7538  FAX (803) 547-7539 

 
 

 

 

 

June 24, 2020 

Dear St. John’s Church Family: 

Who would have thought at the beginning of 2020 we would experience a pandemic, civil unrest, and strange 

weather patterns this year?  Everyone’s lives have been impacted in some fashion.  Sunday, March 15, the Governor 

of SC Henry McMaster, SC Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman, and Bishop of UMCSC Jonathan 

Holston announced the closing of our state, public schools, and UMC churches in SC.  These actions changed our 

lives as we had previously known.   Now three months later, we are still dealing with the effects of Covid-19.  As 

most of you know, resources have been in short supply.   Although our Bishop has lifted the restrictions on worship, 

we will not be able to return for public worship until we have adequate cleaning supplies and a return policy.  

During this time, the entire church has been cleaned and sanitized.  Your Staff and Administrative Council believes 

that we will have adequate supplies on hand by July 5th, so that we may return to worship.   A contingency date of 

July 12th has been set in case there is a delay in shipping.  Just as the state of South Carolina has opened in phases, 

we also will open in phases.   We understand that some will be more comfortable to return to in-person worship than 

others initially, so we will continue to provide online viewing of the worship service.  The 1st phase of the re-entry 

will look very different than the last time we worshipped in-person on March 15th.  Please be patient with us as we 

try to create a worship space where all can worship and be as safe as possible.  

Re-entry Phase 1  

There will be a maximum of 60 people per worship time in the Fellowship Center.  Each person will register with 

Sign-up Genius online or call Lisa Henley in the church office.  A link to the sign up will go out weekly.  Tom 

Vinson has agreed to continue the online Sunday School because there will be no in-person Sunday School, nursery, 

Children’s Church, or hospitality.  The worship team will be in the sanctuary and the service will be streamed into 

the Fellowship Center.  During the service there will be no singing, passing of the peace, or distributing offering 

plates.  There will be an offering box in the back of the Fellowship Center, or you may continue to contribute online. 

Assistants in worship:  We will need volunteers to assist with each service.  Please contact the team leader if you are 

available to help with the following:  

Hospitality Team (Joy Honeycutt honeycuttjoy@yahoo.com 803-548-2308) This team will be first to greet you upon 

arrival at St. John’s.  They will welcome you, make sure you have a mask, give you hand sanitizer, and take your 

temperature.   

Usher Team (Kenny Rouse kwrouse@comporium.net  803-493-4913) This team will be responsible for seating 

everyone.  Family units will sit together, and others will be spaced 6 feet apart.  They will seat you from the front to 

the back.  After the Benediction, the ushers will dismiss from the back to the front. 

Cleaning Team (Jemma Hardinger scsweetie0616@gmail.com 803-242-4888) This team will use the disinfectant 

sprayer and wipe down all the surfaces in preparation for the next service. 
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Guidelines for Re-entry to St. John’s UMC-Fort Mill 

To maintain safety for you and your family, we request that you comply with the following: 

● Everyone age four and older is required to wear face masks.  If you do not have one, please see a member of the 

Hospitality Team so we can provide one for you.  Please wear the mask so that it covers your nose and mouth while 

you are in the building. 

● Your temperature will be taken at the door.  Therefore, if you or anyone in your family has a temperature above 

100 degrees, you will not be admitted. 

● Please follow the directions of the ushers and other volunteers to help you to your seats.  You will be seated front 

to back, and then you will be dismissed back to front. 

● Each person will sign a one-time Waiver of Liability (see enclosed) which will be kept on file, and a Weekly 

Health Assessment will be signed as you enter worship while we are under the Covid 19 protocol. 

   Covid 19 Has Changed the Church Experience Temporarily 

● In an effort to maintain social distancing of 6 feet you are not permitted to stand or congregate with others inside 

the building.  While in the parking lot, we encourage you to stay in compliance. 

● No one will gain access to other parts of the building!  You will be limited to the seating area of the Fellowship 

Center, restrooms, and lobby.  All Sunday School rooms will be off limits except the Ladies Bible Class that will 

used as a Cry Room for young children.   

● The service will be streamed into the Fellowship Center live for the 8:30 service and the pre-recorded service will 

be shown at the11:00 service.  The worship team will be in the Sanctuary to film the service and stream it live online 

and into the Fellowship Center. 

● Please use the restrooms prior to arrival.  Restrooms will be available, but we would like to limit usage to 

emergency needs. 

● Kids packets will be available for any children who would like to use them in the service.  They will include 

coloring sheets, children’s bulletins, and crayons.  Please keep your packet or dispose of it. 

● Please do not attend services if in the past 14 days you or members of your household have traveled outside your 

home area, feel unwell, have had a fever, or have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for Covid 19. 

I pray that we will be patient and understanding with one another as we begin this new transition.  If our goal to 

return to worship is to glorify God, we will find that God is present in the midst of Covid 19.  Sometime in the 

future, we will be able to return to our beloved traditions. 

Shalom, 

Karen 

 


